
CRIERS OFFICERS 2025 – 2026 
Chancellor Commander GVC Brian Klasewitz 

Vice Chancellor SLMPDGC Sol Greenberg 

Recording Secretary GOG David Salem 

Financial Secretary GOG David Salem 

Treasurer PC Allan R. Kaplan 

Scribe PCDGC Robert Banks 

Prelate Brian Hager 

Master at Arms CC Joseph St John 

Inner Guard GMA Paul Barth 

Outer Guard Julie Kligfeld 

Master of Works CDGC Alex Needelman 

Grand Lodge Rep SLMPDGC Sol Greenberg 

Alt Grand Lodge Rep PDGC Fred Greenberg 

3 Year Trustee Jill Steur 

2 Year Trustee PCDGC Robert Banks 

1 Year Trustee DGC Steven Needelman 

Newsletter Editor GOG David Salem 
 

2025-2026 MEETINGS  Collation 7:00 PM  
5/1/2026 Friday 2nd Nominations / Elections 

5/15/2026 Friday Grand Chancellor Honor Night 

6/5/2026 Friday Installation of Officers 

7/17 – 7/19/2026 Criers Lodge Weekend 

9/4/2026 Friday Regular Meeting 

9/18/2026 Friday Deputy Visitation 

9/27/2026 Sunday The Importance of Being Earnest 

10/2/2026 Regular Meeting 

10/16/2026 Regular Meeting 
 

Dues were mailed. Payment must 
be received by June 30, 2026. 
Please remit payment on time to 
avoid late fees, suspension, loss of 
Lodge and Benevolent benefits.  

Chancellor Commander’s Message 
Criers Lodge and its members have had an interesting 
few months. We managed to have three different 
seasons in a two-week period. We touched on 
summer for a few days as the temperatures were 
around 80 followed by a few days of spring and then 
winter came back and joined us with temperatures 
starting in the 30s. As we move into May, I sure hope 
the weather will get a little warmer and that the winter 
weather will say goodbye until much later in the year. 
We saw Man of La Mancha at the Rockaway theater. 

We have plans to go to a Cyclones game. May 15, we will be 
presenting a gift to Grand Chancellor, Bryan Hoffman and Grand 
Secretary, Steven Gold; please dress appropriately. Criers is going 
on a weekend in July to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Genesis Lodge 
will be joining us. The more the merrier. We have dinner plans for 
one night and on the second night a dinner and a show seeing 
School of Rock. As a note for anyone that enjoys gambling, there’s 
a casino 10 minutes away from the hotel We are always looking for 
new ideas or fun things for us to do. Come on down and join us. 
Fraternally yours, CC/GVC Brian Klasewitz 

Notes and Happenings SLMPDGC Sol Greenberg  
We had our first nominations and elections. 
Congratulations to Brian Hager. He has been a 
Crier for over 40 years. This is his first time as 
Chancellor Commander. We wish him well. 
Twenty people went to Man of La Mancha, at 
the Rockaway Theatre, which was originally 
postponed. To me, the story was easy to relate to because 
it is the story of my life with Criers. By the end, things get 
better. For those that don’t attend meetings, you are 
missing out on all the hard work you did that put this 
lodge in the position to enjoy what you helped us achieve. 
If this does not make sense it is because you have not 
attended our meetings. Please read our newsletter to 
learn what is going on with Criers. As always, I urge you 
to attend meetings. Have a great summer.   Sincerely Sol 

PLEASE DONATE MONEY TO THE 
2026 PYTHIAN RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM 

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 
SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026 
1:00 PM 854 65th Street, 
Brooklyn 

TO DONATE: 
GOOGLE: Relay for Life and click on the first link 
SCROLL DOWN to “FIND A PARTICIPANT OR TEAM” 

TYPE IN “PYTHIAS” and press SEARCH. 
NO DONATION TOO SMALL!!! 
TOGETHER, WE CAN GET RID OF CANCER!! 

 



MEMBERS OF CRIERS LODGE ONLY  
Using Criers’ Land (This is not for Dual Members) 

There is no monetary benefits for Dual Members. Criers members receive a burial plot at Mt Golda 
Cemetery, Huntington, NY or New Montefiore West Babylon, NY. Not transferable (use it or lose it). 
The spouse or beneficiary will now receive an End-of-Life Benefit, of $25 per year up until December 
31, 2024, only if the member is current in dues. We must receive the member’s death certificate, 

proof that the headstone has been paid for and erected. If you do not use Criers’ Cemetery or are being 
cremated, upon the death of the Member of Criers Lodge, the 
beneficiary will receive an End-of-Life Benefit, of $25 per year up until 
December 31, 2024, once we receive proof of death certificate. All 
benefits are ONLY available if you continue to pay your annual dues, 
currently set at $25.00 for Life Members and $65.00 for non-life 
Members. Statements are mailed annually on or about June 1st. Late 
payments will incur a $10 late fee after September 30th. Dues not paid 
by November 30th, will be assessed an additional $10.00 late fee.  

On April 21, The Master of Ceremonies, Sir Barry Wiener opened the Homecoming of Chief Alex Needelman with 56 people 

in attendance. Grand Prelate, Craig Cligfeld gave the Invocation. Dignitaries were introduced by the Acting Grand Master 

of Arms, Lewis Smith. After Grand Chancelor Bryan, Hoffman was introduced, the festivities began. Allan Kaplan spoke 

about how their fathers met during World War II. Allan has known Alex for over 60 years. Allan sponsored Alex and spoke 

about Alex’s growth in the lodge and the Order. Lenny Strum spoke about how Alex is always willing to help others and is 

a hard worker. Deputy Alan Paul Katz stated that he enjoyed working with Alex this year and Alex was always available 

when Alan called for advice. Deputy Steven Needelman, Alex’s son, stated that it was an honor working together with his 

father Alex this year and he hopes his father will go further in the Order. Sir Ron Degen stated that Alex did a great job as  

Chief and thanked Alex for taking on the role of Chief this year. Sir Joseph Robinson spoke and stated that Alex was one of 

Joe’s Assistant Chiefs when he was Chief many years ago. Joe said that Alex was a great Assistant Chief. Grand Outer Guard 

David Salem said that he loves Alex and he was his mentor. David Salem and “The Lovely” Lea Salem presented Alex and 

his son Steven Needelman a laptop computer, WITH A CAMERA, to help him attend ZOOM meetings. Grand Inner Guard 

Sheldon Miller and Grand Master of Arms Paul Barth spoke about the great job that Alex has been doing this year. Grand 

Secretary Steve Gold said he hopes to work with Alex while serving on the Grand Council. Steve stated that he knows Alex 

did a great job as Chief and will do a great job on the Grand Council. Grand Prelate Craig Kligfeld and Grand Vice Chancellor 

Criers Benevolent Officers 

President Robert Ross 

Vice President Alex Needelman 

Treasurer Robert Banks 

Recording Secretary David Salem 

In the event of death call 

Cemetery Chairman Lewis Smith 

(718) 633-0400 



Brian Klasewitz stated that Alex did a great job this year and they look forward to working with him on the Grand Council. 

Past Grand Chancellor Richard Resnick stated that Alex did a phenomenal job as Chief and wished him luck on the Council. 

DSC Harvey Rosenshein extends his wishes and Supreme Chancellor Donald Stamm’s best wishes. The man of many titles 

and the greatest roaster in the Order, Sir Michael Sukenick launched a few suggested jokes. He presented Alex with his Coat 

of Arms (a styrofoam shield with three needles) and an “old” sign from his “grandparents” “Needle” store (also made from 

styrofoam). Michael had the audience hysterically laughing. Sir Roger Siegel presented Chief Alex, on behalf of the Imperial 

Palace, a DOKK travel mug. Supreme Representative Sir Robert Ross congratulated Alex on his great work this year and he 

expects Alex to keep up the great work. Supreme Representative Sir Jordan Levy reminisced about how long he knows Alex, 

over 40 years. He hopes Alex goes further on in the Order. Grand Chancellor Bryan Hoffman thanked everyone for coming 

out to honor his Chief Alex this year. He told Alex to keep the Order strong. Sir Barry Wiener stated that he has known Alex 

for over 30 years. Alex made an impression as Deputy, and they have become longtime friends. Barry stated that Alex does 

a lot for Esquire Goodfellowship Lodge and that he is a quiet but great leader. Alex thanked everyone for showing up to his 

Homecoming. Alex spoke about how he became a Pythian and thanked his team for the wonderful jobs they did this year. 

He stated that Sir Joel Bergenfeld knew that when Bryan Hoffman became Grand Chancellor, Alex would be his Chief. Alex 

was very appreciative and thanked many people.    Sincerely, GOG David  

After postponement, we went to see Man of La Mancha 

on Saturday April 18 at The Rockaway Theatre.  
THEATRE NIGHT Sunday September 27 at 2:00, we 

will be going to The Rockaway Theatre Company to see 

The Importance of Being Earnest. Dinner at Perry’s 

afterwards $25 per member. Non-

members $20 per ticket and separate 

restaurant check. Checks payable to 

Criers Lodge #651. We have 30 tickets, 

first come first served. Mail to David 

Salem 245 Sunnyside Road Oceanside, NY 11572 

GRAND CHANCELLOR HONOR NIGHT 
On Friday, May 15, 2026, 
Criers Lodge will honor the 
Grand Chancellor Bryan Hoffman 

and Grand Secretary Steven 
Gold. These two have worked 
extremely hard for our Order. 
Their dedication and commitment to our Order is 
extraordinary. Proper attire required. 

CRIERS WEEKEND On July 17 – 19 Criers Lodge will be 
going to Bethlehem, PA for a weekend, 
which includes hotel, breakfast and 
dinner. The cost is $400 per member 

and spouse. Single members pay $300. Limited number 
of rooms, first come first served. Members must be in 
good standing and have already paid their dues for the 
2026/2027 Pythian year. For more information contact 
GOG David Salem (516) 655-4469 BRDWAYDAVE@aol.com 

Friday, June 5 at 7:00 at our 
Castle Hall, 2750 Gerritsen Ave, 
DGC Steven Needelman will be 
installing our officers at our 

FREE Installation Dinner. RESERVATIONS A 
MUST BY 5/15/2024 with Recording Secretary, 
GOG David Salem (516) 655-4469 BRDWAYDAVE@aol.com. 

Our condolences are extended to the 
families of: Seymour, Beneroff, Charlyne 
Krauss, Lawrence Marshall, Mel Mason, 
Eugene Metz and Arnold Simon 
May their souls rest in everlasting peace. 

THE PYTHIAN ORDER AND CRIERS LODGE ARE 
NOW ACCEPTING WOMEN!!!! For 
more information and an 
application please contact GOG 
David Salem. We currently have 3 
women who attend meetings.  

CARY DAVID KESSLER, ESQ. 
FARLEY & KESSLER, P.C. ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

55 JERICHO TURPIKE      SUITE 204 
JERICHO, NEW YORK 11753-1013 

E-MAIL: CDK@FARLEYKESSLERPC.COM 
WWW.FARLEYKESSLERPC.COM 

Tel: (516) 433-4220 CELL (516) 449-449-4220 FAX: (516) 939-9839 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The World is composed of “Snifflers”, “Weepers” and “Criers” predominating – O Henry 

PRINTS – OF - WAILS 
OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF CRIERS LODGE 

#651 KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS 
Volume: 26 Issue:04 May – June 2026 
Meetings First &Third Friday of Each Month at 
AOH 2750 Gerritsen Avenue Brooklyn, NY 11229 
MAILING ADDRESS: Criers Lodge 
245 Sunnyside Road  
Oceanside, NY 11572   

Telephone  (516) 655-4469  
Email BRDWAYDAVE@aol.com 

 

 

                  


