ISLAND LODGE # 623

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS

March 2026

The Chancellor Commander’s Message

My Island Lodge Pythian Brothers:

Good day, May and June are here. The weather will change, | promise. It would be great to see members at our
events. We have bowling on Sunday May 17th at Levittown Bowling Lanes. More information inside this news
letter. June 11th will be Axe throwing.

All members are too look inside and decide to be more involved.

As June approaches, we will be looking for members to step up and become an officer of the lodge. Itis so
important to be involved and attend meetings is important to continue this lodge. Any any all members are asked
to come to our events and meetings. Let’s keep Island Lodge viable

As always, | am very appreciative to the members who have been come to our meetings.

A last notification and alert, we need to hear from you concerning the letter about our lodge’s future. You must bet
at the May 21st meeting to determine the future.

PLANNING DISCUSSION AND VOTE THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2026.

THERE WILL BE A BENEVOLENT MEETING AFTER THE MAY 21ST REGULAR MEETING. VERY
IMPORTANT TO ATTEND

As always, if anyone has an activity that they would like us to schedule, please let me know. Please reach out to me.

Fraternally, CC Michael DiBlasio PACDGC

The Grand Lodge of New York has changed the APRIL BIRTHDAY MAY BIRTHDAYS
. Marty Kessleman 19th Brandon Abbe 29th
look of their Web Page.

Go to the site and see what is happening in our

order.
“Friendship, Charity, Benevolence” NEXT MEETINGS WILL BE
WWW.KOPNY.ORG  WWW.PYTHIAS.ORG | | oo e e e e e e
Thursday, May 7th 7:45 pm
Thursday, May 21st 7:45 pm

CONTACT INFORMATION NEEDED First nominations of officers
Thursday, June 4th 7:45 pm

We require contact information. Without it, benevolent A .
Second nominations and elections

benefits can not be guaranteed. The information we

have on record may not be correct. Thursday, June 18th 7:45 pm

So, to maybe not lose benefits, provide contact

information to Jonathan Zweibel at

zwibble1987 @gmail.com or (631) 793-5079. From the Desk of The Editor-in-Chief CC, Michael DiBlasio
I am looking for Birthday and Anniversary to add to our newsletter.
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BENEVOLENT OFFICERS

President
PCDGC SIR Marty Nyear

516-398-3417 mnyear@gmail.com
lst Vice President
Paz Manyevitch
631-321-0256

2nd Vice President
Jonathan Zweibel
631-793-5079

plrsjli@verizon.net

zwibblel987@gmail.com

BENEVOLENT OFFICERS

Benefits Chairman

PCDGC SIR Marty Nyear

516-398-3417 mnyear@gmail.com
Cemetery Benefits

PCDGC SIR Marty Nyear

516-398-3417 mnyear@gmail.com
Trustees:

Dave Marlowe

Bob Krinsky

Treasurer Our Castle Hall is located at:
PACDGC Bob Mann 501 VANDERBILT PARKWAY
631-827-114 armann@optonline.net DIX HILLS, NY 11746
Recording Secretary
GIG Sheldon Miller
631-586-4723 smiller318@optimum.net
ISLAND LODGE OFFICERS
Position Phone, Email

Chancellor Commander
Vice Chancellor

Michael DiBlasio, PACDGC
Arthur Shulman, PACDGC

Prelate Marty Nyear

Master of Arms Paz Manyevitch

Master of Works Ted Corn, PC

Financial Secretary Jonathan Zweibel

Treasurer Sheldon Miller, PACDGC, GOG
Recording Secretary Bruce Fogel

Inner Guard Mark Rosenzweig

Outer Guard Brandon Abbe

Grand Lodge Rep.
Alternate Lodge Rep.

Sheldon Miller, PACDGC, GIG
Bob Mann, PACDGC

Collation Committee: = OPEN

917-744-2159
631-662-0042
516-398-3417
631-327-0256
631-805-4160
631-783-5079
631-586-4723
631-943-1307
516-449-8589
516-398-2776
631-586-4723
631-827-1014

scottmsd@aol.com
aeshul@optonline.net.
mnyear@gmail.com
plrsj17 @verizon.net
teddavid11729@yahoo.com
zwibble1987 @gmail.com
smiller318 @optimum.net
brucefogel22@gmail.com
marc@willowpethotel.com
brwison@gmail.com
smiller318 @optimum.net
armann@optonline.net

UP COMING SOCIAL EVENTS

Axe Throwing - Thursday, JUNE 11, 2026 AT 7:00PM $40.00 per person.
PLACE - 11 MICHAEL AVENUE, FARMINGDALE. PACDGC SCOTT GEFFON is taking reservations 516-808-8160

PLANNING A FEW SOCIAL EVENTS FOR NEW YEAR

Looking for your feedback on our proposed events.

Outdoor events proposed

Fishing
Miniature golf

Indoor events proposed

Movie Night - (need movie suggestions)

Corn Hole

Smash Things (yes, break things)
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FINAL-POSTING FOR THOSE WHO MAY NOT HAVE READ
Dear Brothers,

We hope everyone is well and healthy. However, it has become increasingly clear that Island Lodge is
not doing well. As we go through this year, we began and still continue to propose events to bring
members to get more involved. Whether it’s attending our meetings or our social events (which most
are subsidized) we need better participation.

Our lodge is not going through growing pains any longer but more like shrinkage pains. It has become
more and more consistently difficult to fill the lodge meetings and collect our dues and generally there
is not enough participation from our brotherhood. We are not sure if this is because you have lost
interest or moved away without letting us know or if it’s just because you are older and don’t have a
ride to get to us.

Over the last few months those of us that have been at the meetings have started to express an
interest in looking to determine what direction Island Lodge is heading.

As such, is joining or merging with another Lodge worth entertaining? The benefits of doing this would
see a greater participation in meeting and events. We could have more frequent events that would
hopefully make you to want to participate with us more frequently.

We would keep the Island Lodge fraternal benefits the same if not better. And if you have reserved a
burial plot in the past nothing will change for that either.

Now that this letter is published, we will be sending out meeting notifications in the coming weeks and
months so you can come to our meetings and express (in person) any of your concerns or approvals or
other ideas to sustain Island Lodge on its own.

Other possible outcomes would to sustain ourselves with more participation or a merger with another
lodge. The idea of a merger (or absorption) needs to be addressed. Therefore, it is very important to
just come and spend a time with your brothers to address the state of our lodge.

After we have group conversations about what we are thinking of doing, we will send out notice of a
vote to decide the lodge’s direction. As our bylaws state, you will need to be in attendance to place
your vote for or against any motions or changes otherwise. Without attending the vote or voicing your
opinion, it will be assumed that you are in favor of whatever decision is made.

Again, it cannot be expressed enough, to please join us more often to enjoy your brothers and their
company. No one is that bad, we actually have laughs at meetings these days. And the benefits of this
wonderful organization that you have built over the last 50+ years are you're for the taking. Our
meeting is still the first and third Thursday of every month unless stated otherwise.

Thank you for taking the time to read this. We welcome any and all comments and suggestions.

Fraternally,

CC Michael DiBlasio and interested Brothers who are very much involved.

Page 3




Prelate’s Corner.

The past couple of weeks have been very sad for Island Lodge because we lost two brothers who were dedicated
Pythian’s and very nice guys.

We lost Bob Krinsky who was an active member of the lodge until almost his final days. Bob worked on our
collation committee for many years. He always has a smile on his face and a warm greeting for any one he
met.

Also Abe Fremeth passed away a couple of of months before his 97th birthday. Just like Bob, Abe always has a
warm greeting and a smile for all of his brothers at the lodge. Both of these men would have gone out of the
way to help any brother in need.

Condolences to both of these families. Both brothers will most certainly be missed at the lodge.

PACDGC Bob Mann is recuperating from a serious foot infection. He is in rehab at the Gurwin Rehab facility
in Commack. Hope to see him back in action at the meetings very soon.

It’s good to see Sandy Smith back at the meetings after being out a while with another foot infection.

Get well wishes to Jerry DiBlasio, father of our Chancellor Commander Mike DiBlasio. He has been admitted
to a nursing facility in Florida. We all hope his health improves.

Congratulations to Millie Blum, daughter of brother Josh Blum and my granddaughter on celebrating her Bat
Mitzvah on June 6.

If you have any news that you would like to see in this column, please contact me at mnyear@ gmail.com.

Fraternally:

Sir Marty Nyear, Prelate

FAMILY FUN TIME BOWLING IS BE PLANNED

To Lodge members and their families. The lodge is planning another bowling event which will take place on Sunday, May
17, 2026 at 3:00pm.

PLACE: LEVITTOWN LANES SOUTH - 56 TANNERS LANE, LEVITTOWN

This is a fund raising event like the last one. For $32.00 per person we get 2 hours of unlimited bowling. Includes shoes,
pizza and soda. There will be fun, prizes and a 50/50 to help with the fund raising.

All those interested are to make reservations by contacting Marc Becker (marclbny50@aol.com) 516-659-3035.

Thanks for your participation in advance.

Fraternally yours, Marc Becker PC.
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lived in 7 decades, 2 centuries - L

& 2 millenniums. We had the best formthat asks “who'to'call
music, fastest cars, Drive-in : T
theaters, soda fountains & happy In case,ofiemergency. ...

days. And we are not even that
old yet, we're just that cool.

falways|putiambulancer
because nojoneinimy:family
IS going tolanswer:acall

fromanunknown number.

SERVICE

Gutterman’s

FUNERAL DIRECTORS SINCE 1892 INC

One of The Largest Family Owned & Operated Jewish Funeral Homes
Serving Long Island, New York & Florida

Directors: *STEWART GUTTERMAN ¢ PHILIP GUTTERMAN
*STEVEN KANOWITZ - *HOWARD C. KOTKIN
*ROBERT SHERMAN « *ELLIOTT H.WOLFE

Chapels In: ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.L.: 175 N. Long Beach Rd. * 516-764-9400
WOODBURY, L.l.: 8000 Jericho Turnpike * 516-921-5757
BROOKLYN: 1283 Coney Island Avenue * 718-284-1500

In Florida: GUTTERMAN-WARHEIT MEMORIAL CHAPEL  1-800-992-9262
SERVING MIAMI-DADE, BROWARD, PALM BEACH & MARTIN COUNTIES

Arrangements for Out-of-State Burials

MONUMENTS BY GUTTERMAN'S

www.guttermansinc.com

* Of Blessed Memory
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Philanthropy * Public Service ® Volunteering

We know what 1t takes to make
a strong Jewish community.

Doing our job well 1s
Just the beginning.

We believe to be a good funeral director, you should serve the
community in times of growth and happiness as well as times of grief.
It’s not surprising we’ve served the Jewish community for over 100
years. How we’ve served is the surprising part. David is active in many
organizations in both Suffolk and Nassau Counties. He is a member of
the Associate Board of the Parker Jewish Geriatric Center. He serves as
David M. Rubin the Sexton of Temple Judea of Manhasset and is also the Sexton of
f\:/:'lc,;eirfr,eg‘lgf;:tor’ Temple Emanuel of Great Neck. David is past Chancellor Commander
of Central Suffolk Lodge #790 Knights of Pythias and also served as the
Deputy Grand Chancellor of the 15th Pythian District. Currently David
serves as the Vice President of Suffolk Jewish Communal Planning
Council. He is an active member of Temple Beth El of Patchogue and
the Mastic Hebrew Center. He serves as a member of several UJA-
Federation committees and is also an active member of The Jewish
Funeral Directors of America, Inc.
We believe to be a good funeral director, you should serve and give
back to the community.

I.J. MORRIS. ...

Jewish Funeral Directors Since 1888

21 E. Deer Park Road, Dix Hills (631) 499-6060
55 North Station Plaza, Great Neck (516) 487-8600
46 Greenwich Street, Hempstead (516) 486-2500
1895 Flatbush Ave., Brooklyn (718) 377-8610
¢ONER, 114-03 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills (718) 263-5365
S/\_% 21 W.Broad Street, Mt. Vernon (914) 664-2062
E A\\V.Z 2 4714 Okeechobee Blvd., West Palm Beach,FL (561) 966-5217
* N/ ..¥ 2230 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, FL  (954) 921-1776
“auemo” www.ijmorris.com
PrePlan - call for information Monuments by 1.J. MORRIS, INC.
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*Do you have a flat
It started out as, "You are so Starach?

funny.l love how you make me

laugh.” but now it's, "Does Me: Yeah, |but =l
is silent.

everything have to be a joke
with you?"

The Sarcastic Women

For the Brothers that have not yet sent in your dues for the current Pythian year, please do so before you do not qualify for Lodge
Benefits. Send dues payment to the following address:

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: ISLAND LODGE K of P #623 (amount due is on your dues invoice letter)

MAIL CHECK AND THE INVOICE TO:

Jonathan Zweibel

18 Shelton Court

Commack, 11725

For information or questions, contact Jonathan Zweibel at: zwibble1987 @gmail.com or (631) 793-5079

Brandon J. Abbe, CRPC®
SPRUNG ‘MON UMENT ‘Iyrh:lllds Branc}’: rdanager
FARGO Managing Principal
A Family Business Since 1926 e
FINANCIAL NETWORK
HARVEY CONSOR
425 Broadhollow Road
631'870'6732 Suite 31?2 B
J-631.239.1102 Melville, NY 11747
Tel: 631-760-8185
hcousor@sprungmonumems.cum Wialle Farnn Advicnre Fav. A21-7AN-R107
1214 Wellwood Avenue, W. Babylon, NY 11704
L
illow Pet Hotel -
Wil S Minuteman

Allyson Cameron ! ‘ P r ess ®

WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...YOU!

5 e A of Levittown, Farmingdale & Port Washington

For All of Your Printing, Design and Promotional Needs

018 7,', s ‘ X MICHAEL LEVY
21 1ax 3. ) , = 3000 Hempstead Tpke., Ste 114 324 Main Street 704 Port Washington Blvd.
tel@gmail ‘ Levittown, NY 11756 Farmingdale, NY 11735 Port Washington, NY 11050
7 Phone: 516.731.4892 Phone: 516.293.6110 Phone: 516.944.4449

Email: mlevy@minutemanpress.com
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Island Lodge meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month, in person. Except the summer months.

If anyone needs a ride to the meetings, please contact our Chancellor Commander, Michael DiBlasio as
soon as possible.

If you do not know, we are meeting at the Chai Center
501 Vanderbilt Parkway
Dix Hills, NY 11746

Also see us on facebook www.facebook.com/groups/kopislandlodge623

Directions:
Exit 51 North (Deer Park Road) to Vanderbilt Parkway. Center will be on your left. There is plenty of
parking

Knights of Pythias
c/o Sheldon Miller
51 Greenmeadow Ct.
Deer Park, NY 11729

The Official Publication of Island Lodge # 623
Knights of Pythias
September 2025 Issue - 9

DATED MEETING NOTICE
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