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RAMAPO LODGE #485 MEMBERS,  
MAKE SURE YOU’RE PRESENT 

WHEN WE BESTOW 
THE DESK & PEN SET  

TO GRAND CHANCELLOR 

BRIAN KLASEWITZ 
FRIDAY  •  OCTOBER 23RD, 2026 

7PM @ Our  Castle Hall 
Wesley Hills Village Hall  •  432 Rt. 306  • Monsey, NY 10952 

THIS WILL BE AN OPEN MEETING. 

SEE PAGE 5 
FOR A DETAILED 

CALENDAR 
FOR THE YEAR 

Reminder ;  The Final Date that 
All Articles Are Due for the 

October 2026 issue of “The Gavel” 
is September 20, 2026. 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
EDITION 

Our  Castle Hall 
Wesley Hills Village Hall 
432 Rt. 306  • Monsey, NY 10952 

September 4 Budget Presentation, 6:30PM 
September 18 G C Message, 7:00PM 
 

 
October 9 Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
October 23 Desk Pen Set presentation to GC, 7:00PM 
 

 
November 6 Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
November 20 Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
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RAMAPO LODGE #485 KNIGHTS OF 
PYTHIAS  

2026-2027  OFFICERS 

 
 
 

Chancellor Commander  
Alan Paul Katz 

22 N. DeBaun Ave. Unit 301  •  Suffern, NY 10901  
C-917/612-0609 

 
Vice Chancellor   PDSC Erwin Grill 
   111 Montello Commons Dr. Apt. 315 
   Suffern, NY 10901-5122 
   h-845/357-1963 c-914/419-8012 
 

Prelate    PCDGC Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 
   35 Sally Street 
   Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 
   973/492-5700 
 

Recording Secretary  PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 
   8 Glade Court 
   New City, NY 10956 
   845/425-3059 
 

Financial Secretary  PCDGC Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 
Corresponding Secretary  35 Sally Street 
   Bloomingdale, NJ 07403 
   973/492-5700 
 

Treasurer   PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 
   8 Glade Court 
   New City, NY 10956 
   845/425-3059 
 

Master at Arms   GS Steven Gold 
   845/597-5141 
 

Inner Guard   PC Harold Heller 
   845/548-3349 
 

Outer Guard   ACDGC Susan Grill 
   845/357-1963 
 

Master of the Work  ACDGC Susan Grill 
   845/357-1963 
 

1 Year Trustee   PC Harold Heller 
   845/548-3349 
 

2 Year Trustee   GS Steven Gold 
   845/597-5141 
 

3 Year Trustee   Larry Bate 
   845/ 304-5925 
 

Grand Lodge Rep  ACDGC Susan Grill 
   845/357-1963 
 

Alternate GL Rep.  PDSC Erwin Grill 
   845/425-3059 
 

District Rep.   PDSC Erwin Grill 
   845/357-1963 
 

Alternate Dist. Rep.  PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 
   845/425-3059 

Former Members of 
Levona/Acme Lodge 

Cemetery/Benefits Information 
 
 

Lewis Smith 1-800/624-8282 
Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/4925700 

alanrosenfeld@verizon.net 

Send all committee activity reports to: 
Press & Public Relations Committee 

To Be Determined 
 
 
 

Harvey Rosenshein 845/425-3059 
foodsvce@optonline.net 

Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/492-5700 

Our Castle Hall is located at the Wesley Hills Village Hall 
432 Route 306, Monsey, NY 

(Across the road from Wesley Kosher Supermarket) 

 
 

BUDGET 
PCDGC Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/492-5700 
PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 845/425-3059 
PDSC Erwin Grill 845/357-1963 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CEMETERY / BENEFITS 
PCDGC Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/492-5700 
PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 845/425-3059 
GS Steven Gold 845/597/5141 
 
 
 
 

“The GAVEL” 

 

PDSC  Harvey Rosenshein 
8 Glade Court  •  New City, NY 10956 
845/425-3059 
Email: foodsvce@optonline.net 
 
 
 
 

GRAND COUNCIL VISITATIONS 
PDSC Erwin Grill 845/357-1963 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
PCDGC  Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/492-5700 
35 Sally Street  •  Bloomingdale, NJ 07403-1305 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
PDSC Erwin Grill 845/357-1963 
ACDGC Susan Grill 845/357-1963 
PCDGC Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 973/492-5700 
PDSC Harvey Rosenshein 845/425-3059 
 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS:  

Please notify all 
changes of address 
and/or telephone 

numbers to the 
membership committee. 

Dr. Alan Rosenfeld 
973/492-5700 

RAMAPO LODGE #485 KNIGHTS OF 
PYTHIAS  

2026-2027 COMMITTEES  
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 I hope all of my Pythian family, their friends and relatives had a most enjoyable summer that was mostly, 
hazy, hot and humid. People know that I am not a fan of warm weather and prefer the cold. 
 August 27th, 2026, I was sworn in as an Assistant Chief Deputy Grand Chancellor, and will be 
performing the same visitations as was done during the Pythian 2025-2026 year. After doing this upcoming tour 
of the Pythian year 2026-2027, I will then decide whether or not continue another tour. True, I enjoy doing these 
visitations but am only human and do not like running into heavy traffic and having a watchful eye on careless 
motorists on the road.  I have said many times how I joined the Pythian order and went through the ranks to 
become a Chancellor Commander. I will repeat it again. I joined the Knights of Pythias on my own without 
knowing anyone that belonged to the order. In June 2006, I did research on the internet and a Supreme 
Secretary of the Midwest forwarded my contact information to Sir Lloyd Merson of Wendell Willkie Lodge. Lloyd 
knew that I was a loner and did his best calling me on a weekly basis. 
 In June 2023, I joined Ramapo Lodge while living in the Bronx for another 2 years and enjoyed attending 
meetings here because of the warmth and friendliness. I am once again honored and privileged to be Ramapo 
Lodge Chancellor Commander that will be my 10th time in the district. 
 I want to wish all a very Happy Labor Day and upcoming Jewish New Year 2026-5787.   
 Fraternally yours, 
 

 
  Alan Paul Katz, Chancellor Commander 



 
Dear Brothers and Friends: 
 Hoping all had a very enjoyable and healthy summer. 
 As we begin our new Pythian year, for 2026-2027, I am once again delighted to take on the editorship 
of our bulletin, The Gavel. 
 I congratulate our Chancellor Commander, Alan Paul Katz, on his reelection to this chair. He conducts 
meeting professionally, and in ritualistic order. He always helps put things back in order, and helps clean up 
after our meetings. We all wish our CC, best wishes as he begins his term as ACDGC for the 72nd District. I 
welcome any input you may have to insert our bulletin. Maybe it’s an experience you had, a trip you took, a 
joke or a favorite recipe you may have, or some trivia. All input will be most welcomed. 
 I thoroughly enjoyed attending the Supreme Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico, the first week of 
August, with my wife Rona. Aside from being extremely hot, over 100 degrees each, day. But as they say: “It's 
a dry heat”. Never the less it was great to be with brothers and friends from all over the country and Canada. 
Please see my article on page 6, for the convention highlights. I also report on the convention of the Grand 
Domain of New York, that was recently held. 
 In closing, emails will be sent out for meetings, usually a week in advance. We would all be delighted 
to see some new faces at our meetings. The calendar for this Pythian year, is on page 5. Any material you may 
have for the Gavel, for our October issue, deadline will be September 20, 2026. 
 

  Fraternally yours, 
 

 
  Editor-In-Chief 
  Treasurer/Recording Secretary Ramapo Lodge No. 485 
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1. I am not alive, but I can grow. I don’t have lungs, but I need air. What am I?  

2. I am a fruit that’s always sad. What am I?  

3. I am a vegetable that sounds like I could be a weapon. What am I?  

4. What weighs more: a pound of feathers or a pound of bricks?  

5. If you throw a blue stone into the Red Sea, what will it become?  

6. What goes up but never comes down?  

7. What begins and ends with an “E” but only has one letter?  

8. A father and son have a total of 66 years. The father is 42 years older than his son. How old is the son?  

9. What comes at the end of everything?  

10. Why can’t a man living in New York be buried in California?  

11. It has a face but shows no emotions, numbers, or clock hands.  

12. If three cats can catch three mice in three minutes, how long will it take 100 cats to catch 100 mice? 

*** SEE ON PAGE 7 FOR THE ANSWERS  *** 
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All Lodge Meetings are at our CASTLE HALL  
Village of Wesley Hills , Community Room, 432 Route 306, Wesley Hills, NY 10952 

 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
September 4---Budget Presentation, 6:30PM 
September 18---G C Message, 7:00PM 
OCTOBER 2026 
October 9-------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
October 23-----Desk Pen Set presentation to GC,  7:00PM 
NOVEMBER 2026 
November 6----- Regular Meeting, 6:30PM    
November 20----Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
DECEMBER 2026 
December 4---Regular Meeting, 6:30PM   
December 18—Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
December 29---Pre new Year’s Eve Dinner out with NCOLR. Location TBD 
JANUARY 2027 
January 8-------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM   
January 22------Regular meeting, 6:30PM 
January 29 -----Dinner Out. Location TBD  6:30PM 
FEBUARY 2027 
February 5------ Regular Meeting, 6:30M 
February 19-----Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
MARCH 2027 
March 5----------Homecoming for ACDGC Alan Paul Katz, 7:00PM 
March 19--------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
APRIL 2027 
April 2-----------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM   
April 16----------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
April 30-----Dinner out. Location TBD 6:30PM 
MAY 2027 
May 7--------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM. First Nomination of Officers 
May21-------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM. Second     Nominations and elections 
JUNE 2027 
June 4--------Regular Meeting, 6:30PM 
June 18-------Installation of Officers, 7:00PM  

(PART 3 of 3) 
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 The 158th convention of the Grand Domain of New York was held on June 30, 2026, at Roma View Caterers in Howard Beach, NY. 
 The attendees at the convention were informed that SC Don Stamm was unable to attend the convention, due to a family emergency. He notified DSC Harvey 
Rosenshein and asked him to be the installing officer for the convention. 
 GS Steve Gold gave the annual organizational report. GS Gold noted that membership declined from 4,066 to 3,702. A net loss of 364 brothers. It was also reported by 
GS Gold, that the number of active lodges was reduced to 29, due to mergers. He also reported on the successful relocation of Grand Lodge offices. GC Bryan Hoffman, reported on 
his accomplishments during his term.  
 The full slate of Grand Lodge officers were elected without any opposition. The following officers were elected: Brian Klasewitz, GC, Craig Kligfeld, GVC, Paul Barth, GP, 
Sheldon Miller, GMA, David Salem, GIG, Alex Needleman, GOG. PGC Steve God was reelected as GS, and PGC Don Rosenberg as GT. 
 A solemn memorial service was held, with special recognition given to SMA Craig Shink, for his service to the Domain of New York, as well as the order. 
 Resolutions were adopted to transfer 15% of assets from the Dr. Morris Smoller Social Service Fund and the Pythian Camp into the newly activated Pythian Foundation. 
This will create a stronger long-term funding source for Grand Lodge.  
 Committee reports noted contributions by the Humanitarian Fund,  Dr. Morris Smoller Social Services Fund, and Pythian Camp.  
 The budget for 2026-27 was presented and approved. 

BEGINS SUNDOWN FRIDAY, SEPT 11TH 

BEGINS SUNDOWN SUNDAY, SEPT 20TH 

 The Supreme Lodge Knights of Pythias held its annual convention in Albuquerque, in New Mexico from August 1, to August 6, 2026  at the Isleta Resort and Casino. 
 It was very enjoyable and informative to attend the convention. 
 A Necrology service was held on the first day, with a eulogy read for SMA Craig Shink, who recently passed way, which  was read, by ST/PSC Sir Alan Ast KGS. Other 
eulogies were also read for various other notable Pythians that have passed away since the last convention, in 2024. 

Highlights of the convention were: 
• ST/PSC Alan Ast KGS, was given the Supreme Chancellor’s medal for all of his hard work as Supreme Treasurer for the past thirteen years. SC 
  Donald Stamm when presenting the medal, said: :Alan, :You are a national treasure!” 
• The Supreme Lodge budget passed, with an increase in per capita tax, by $5.00 per eligible member.  
• PSC Alan Ast KGS, was appointed as a trustee for the Pythian Foundation. 
• Weighted Vote was eliminated by the Supreme Coucil 
• Tim Van Boening was elected as incoming Supreme Chancellor, and announced his convention in 2028, will be in Kansas City, Kansas. He also 
  provided his program for the next biennial. If you would like a copy of his program, please feel free to contact me. 
• PGC Randy Silverman was appointed DSC for SC Van Boening’s term, for the Domain of New York. 
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The Knight who was afraid to fight:   Sir Render 
The Knight no one believed:     Sir Real 
The Knight too big to sit at the table:   Sir Round 
The Knight who designed the round table:  Sir Circumference 
The Undercover Knight:      Sir Veilance 
The Knight who was never killed in battle:  Sir Vivor 
The Knight who who exceeded expectations:  Sir Passed 
The Knight who showed up unexpectedly:  Sir Prize 
The Knight who overcame obstacles:   Sir Mount 
The Knight who kept the maps up to date:  Sir Veyer 
The Knight who drank too much:    Sir Rhosis 
The Knight who performed in three rings:  Sir Cus 

 

1.(Answer: A fire)   •   2.(Answer: A blueberry)   •   3.(Answer: A squash)   •   4.(Answer: They weigh the same—one pound!) 
5.Answer: A sponge!)   •   6.(Answer: Your age!)  •   7. (Answer: An envelope!)   •   8.(Answer: 12!) 
9.(Answer: The letter “G”!)  •   10.(Answer: Light!)   •   11.(Answer: A telephone!)   •   12.(Answer: Three minutes!) 



PRINTING BY: PRECISION PRINTING & MAILING • LONG BEACH, NY • (516) 567-0163 OR EMAIL:  PIPBRKLYN@AOL.COM 

RAMAPO LODGE  (KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS) 
DSC HARVEY ROSENSHEIN 

8 GLADE COURT 
NEW CITY, NY 10956-1546 

 

FORWARDING ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

DATED MATTER • PLEASE EXPEDITE 

“We Help People” 

SEPTEMBER  2026 
EDITION 


